
North Mountain Chorus  2015/16 

 

The North Mountain Choir was established at the Burlington      

Community Club in 2010 under the direction of Wendy LaPierre. 
Jenny Parker has been our faithful accompanist and                    

Leah  Livingstone, our assistant director.  

We are an upbeat, non-auditioning community choir of mixed voices 
which meet weekly at the BCC, 2122 Long Point Rd., Burlington, 

Kings Co. on Tuesdays , 7-9 PM  between September and May.       
All ages & levels of music competence are welcomed– it is not    

necessary to read music or have previous experience singing.     
This is an inclusive choir open to everybody. Our common goal is to 

have fun singing together. 
 

The following choir guidelines have been agreed upon: 

 
Choir Practice 

   *Be ready to start at 7 PM; arrive early for some social time. 
   *There will be a 10 minute break at 8 PM. 

   *Non-choir related talk & announcements will be done at the end 
     of the practice at 9 PM. 

   *Please be respectful of our director and keep whispered chatting 
     to a minimum. 

   *A riser & microphone will be available to the director. 
   *Please have your music in a 3 ring black binder & bring a pencil. 

   *Warm up is about 15 minutes & will be varied. It may include  

     familiar folk songs, scales & sight reading exercises. 
 

 
Membership 

   *Our choir is funded through membership dues and funds raised 
     at concerts. 

   *Registration dues are $40 per session and should be paid at the 
     beginning of both the Fall (September-December) and Spring  

     (January-May) sessions. Receipts will be issued. 
   *New members are encouraged to join the choir within 4 weeks 

     of the start of each session. Joining the choir after that time will 
     be at the discretion of the director and/or assistant director. 

   *The maximum number of paid up choir members should not 
     exceed 70. Previous choir members will always be welcomed to 

     return. 



  

 
Concerts 

   *Concert dates will be set well in advance; there will be at least 
     one concert each December & each May. 

   *A work group will be established to perform regular concert- 
     related tasks (riser set up, cards, flowers, socials, etc). A list of 

     tasks will be drawn up and posted. Members are encouraged to 
     step up to relieve previous volunteers.  

   *The choir image should reflect a respect for the audience and 
     the director in our attire & mannerisms. There should be a  

     consistency in our appearance (i.e., books up or down, entering 
     and leaving the stage). 

   *We should be working towards a repertoire of well-rehearsed 
  music that can be sung confidently at any concert or  

     performance request. 

 
 

Concert Dress Guidelines 
   *Concerts: black pants/skirt/shoes.  

   *Accessories may include “bling”, colourful shirts/scarves/ties 
     and so on. This will be determined in a timely fashion before the 

     concerts. 
   *A black 3 ring binder containing the appropriate music. 

 
 

Donations to Local Charities 
   *A Free Will Donation box will be set up at the door for each of 

     our public concerts. 
   *A portion of these donations will be given to local charities. 

   *Each Sept/Oct, choir members will be asked to submit  

     recommendations of local charities we might support. The choir 
     body will then vote on the list to select 4 main charities. 

   *We will support 1 or 2 charities from each of the December and 
     May concert free will donations. 

  
 

Annual General Meeting 
   *There should be a regular AGM that would include choir  

     objectives for the coming year, financial reports and  
     committee reviews from the previous year as well as a preview 

     of proposed music selections. 
   * The Executive will organize the AGM 

 



 

 
Music Committee & Executive  

   *These two have merged to form one committee. The members 
     for this season are: Wendy LaPierre (director), Leah Livingstone 

    (assistant director), Jenny Parker (practice accompanist),  
     Pat Kemp (president), Paula Williams (acting secretary),  

     Brian VanRooyen (treasurer),Trefor Reynoldson (website man- 
     ager), Katrin Sommerfeld (member at large) and  

     Brenda Sheppard (member at large). 
   *Please submit music suggestions to any of the above members. 

   *A Suggestion Box is available and will be checked after   
     each practice by one of the executive. Members are encouraged 

     to submit any suggestions, concerns or comments related to the 
     choir. 

 

 
Social Time 

   *Recognizing that the choir is also a lively community group  
     that enjoys socializing, social times will be set aside for the  

     occasional dessert potluck before practice. 
   *There will be at least one summer gathering. 

   *The AGM will also be a potluck social event. 
   *The Social Committee is always in need of new volunteers; the 

     tasks are not onerous but need to be taken care of to ensure the 
     success of event.  

   *Social Committee: Paulette Read  & Pat Kemp. 
 

 
Choir Registry 

   *A paper copy of the Choir Registry has been prepared by  

     Jill Gerrits & Brenda Sheppard which provides a picture of each 
     member and a few personal details. This is a great tool to help  

     you to become familiar with your fellow singers. 
   *Although not mandatory, new members are encouraged to be 

     part of this registry. 
   *This information will not be shared electronically to respect your 

     privacy. 
   *Copies are $4.50. 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

 
 

Communication 
 

  *A  website has been revised.  Current song lists, music  

    downloads and concert details will be made available to the choir 
    on the new website www.northmountainchorus.com 

  *Choir related messages are shared through email. Please arrange 
    to receive these messages in some other fashion if you do not 

    have email. 
  *Weekly emails from Wendy will outline the music we will work on  

    at the next practice as well as other relevant information. 
  *Please check your emails on Tuesdays to ensure that there have  

    been no changes regarding the practice, especially with  
    inclement weather. 

 
 

  

http://www.northmountainchorus.homestead.com/

